ara was confused. She had been

watching a show on TV about the city But

of New Orleans. People kept talking years ago, France was try Ing to take
about the “French Quarter.” Wasn't New over many parts of North Americ, and
Orleans in the United States? South America. New Orleans s One pj,

"Mom,” she asked, “if New Orleans is in they settled. They called it ‘L Nouvenée

the United States, how can it have a French Orléans.” Another name that might
Quarter? There aren't any French people in surprise you is "Ville d’étroit.”
the United States like there are in Canada, “Ville d’étroit,” Sara said. “Detrojtop

are there? They don't even learn to speak
French in school the way we do.”

Figure 5.1 Paily life in New France
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n a name?
511 the different place names in New France can Ffusin plé
crench name. In addition, t be confusing! Some pla
# #M were important to the early explorers and settlers.

JBORIGINA NAME NAME IN NEW FRANCE ERA NAME TODAY
Mont Royal, Ville Marie Montreal

ces had an Aboriginal
ow are some of the

doesn’t even sound French to mel
-~ gara discovered that much of Figure 5.2 NORTH AMERICA, 1700. This map shows the areas
. , of North America claimed by European countries.
North America had, at one time, |
. been under French rule. She also
Y learned that the aréa claimed by France
“ i1 North America was known as “New

+ - France.” She was surprised to find out
lakes, and rivers

North America. You will also learn about
the role France played In the colonies that

would eventually become Canada.

how many cities, towns,

were renamed by the French.
By the early 1600s, France was ready

to establish a colony in the area of North
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Early Settlements: Acadia

d
Samuel de Champlain explored and map(;j)(; g
territory all the way to Lake Superior, an

d
was determined to settle Quebec. He Crosse

the Atlantic Ocean about 20 times and never
lost a sailor at sea. On land, his crew members

were not as lucky, as you will find out.

An |

Tsﬁf\

Imagine you are listening to the following
interview with Pierre de Monts on the radio!

Interviewer: You were given exclusive trading
rights for furs in New France in 1604, were
you not?

de Monts: Yes. | was given a 10-year monopoly
on furs. In return, | was supposed to bring 60

colonists a year to New France.

Interviewer: Why did King Henry |V make this
arrangement with you?

de Monts: It was an inexpensive way for
the king to settle this new land. Instead of

ew with Pierre de Monts

Another European explorer wag p:
de Monts. Although Champlain s often,
called the “Father of New France » 4, Mon
was the one who hired Champlam i 1604t
to join him on his first expedition tq New,
France to establish the French settlemep,
that would become known as Acadijy

erre

de Monts: Samuel will tell

you how difficult the winter '
of 1604—1605 was. Things -
got better when we moved to Port Royal, on
the mainland, the next winter. It was milder
for one thing. Also, Samuel and my lawyer,
Marc Lescarbot started a dmner club tl d

i L,. fos "‘ N gl

“The Order of 50 0 @Lt.fl eer.” We al | took turns
- ¥ - b o
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investing gold in a colony and paying for new N
colonists, he simply gave me the monopoly. |

Since | was expected to make money oth
fur trade, it was my responsibility to pa;’l-ﬁfi
the colonists. However, things didn’t wrk féw%
the way they were supposed to. The l ISques
did not respect my monopoly. The{;)i,@“ m Je
furs directly from the Aboriginal pé es
instead of buying them fromyme., ﬁ

nothing | could do about it. ,‘

Interviewer: The colony ltsel




imagine you are listening to the following
interview with Samuel de Champlain on

the radio!

interviewer: M. Champlain, although you were
3 passenger on a ship that sailed to Hochelaga

in the spring of 1603, you returned to France
hefore winter set in. What can you tell us about
your first winter in North America, in 16047

Champlain: Mostly, | remember the cold.

As you know, W€ stayed in Acadia. Acadia is
no farther north than France, so we thought
winter would be the same. When snow started

falling in October, we started to worry.

Interviewer: You set up camp on ile de St. Croix,
did you not? Why did you choose to stay on

an island?

Champlain: We felt that on an island we would
he able to defend ourselves easily if we were
attacked. Unfortunately, we had no idea that
the ice would build up in the Baie Francaise

to the point where, for long periods of time,

we could not safely Cross. It is SO
frustrating to see a moose that

will feed your whole group

for several days cOme
within firing distance, but

because you are on the
icland and it 1S O the
mainland, you have no

Figure 5.4 This portrait of
Champlain is based on writfen

accounts of the explorer.

Historians do not believe
Champlain ever had a portrait

& painted of himself.

way of getting to the animal. Then we ran out of

firewood. Then the freshwater spring froze over.

Interviewer: It must have been a very difficult

several months.

Champlain: It was. Of our 79 men, we lost 35
to scurvy, malnutrition, or the cold. Only two
others and | stayed on in the New World after
that winter. It became harder and harder to
get people to come from France. All they heard

about was how cold the winters are here.

Interviewer: 1s there anything else you would

like to add?

Champlain: | would like them to know that
even though we have had some difficult times,
| remain optimistic about the future here. The

Mi’kmaq have helped us to overcome SCurvy-

| believe in the tremendous riches of this new
once said that even the moon

The .F rench in Canada, 1604-1759
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Chief Membertou Membertou had carefully tended. Ty,
British attack set the stage for many ye,.

of fighting over who would contrg] the
colony, the French or the British,

Membertou was a Mi’kmagq chief who, during
the early years of the Acadian settlements,
worked and traded with the French. He was

a good friend to the French.
Membertou looked
after the settlement
at Port Royal for
three years (1607-
1610). He even kept
up the gardens.

In 1610, Jean de
Poutrincourt, one
of the original
colonists, returned
to New France to M
help resettle the (A W 4
colony. In 1613, the e
British destroyed
Port Royal, which

»l"’"’

Figure 5.6 In 1605 Champlain and de Mon{s
established a colony at Port Royal. The French
and the Mi’kmag began to trade furs at

the settlement.

. :-'." ’H" " e o 3
Differe nt points of view there. That allgc ”T"";f’\f iy ‘;Tsz”=:;;;;“’£:;’i~.. *:i,s{
| In 1493, thejﬂl‘m pe. of the Rom an Catholic Churchi
The settlements in Acadia were the first European said tk at3 h *‘ﬂf ed lands could be claimed in the
settlements in Canada. in the beginning, the Mi’kmaq namegof In 176 62 ;--: ritish passed th . Roy
people welcomed the French settlers. They traded | X , n that gave the British the right to

with them and showed them how to live on the

land. Soon, however, the Mi’kmag people became
concerned. They realized that their view about the
land was different from the view of the French. To
the Mi’kmag, land was not owned, or possessed,

by one person or group. Land was shared. The
Mi’kmagqg had rules about who could use the different
territories to hunt and fish. These rules were decided
by consensus. The Europeans did not want to follow

these rules when they arrived in New France.

At one time, Europeans had recognized that land
could not be claimed if people already lived

r‘_&(WHH
Wha 3( way




Imagine you are listening to an interview with
the Mi’kmaq chief Membertou on the radio!

Interviewer: Chief Membertou, please tel| ys

what you thought when the French first came
to trade with you.

Membertou: | thought that we could make an

alliance. We would supply the French with furs
- all those Europeans are crazy for fur, even old
robes! —and they would supply us with other
trade goods, such as cloth and metal objects.

Interviewer: Why are you so interested in
metal things?

Membertou: Cooking pots made from metal
are much lighter to carry than our clay pots,
and they don’t break. The women also like the
sewing needles, which go through the animal
hides much easier than bone needles do. Until
we began trading with the French, we made
everything from clay, bone, stone, or wood.
Men like metal arrowheads, spearheads,

fishhooks, traps. Metal tools last longer, and
we don’t have to spend as much time carving,
sharpening, and repairing the tools. This gives
us more time to hunt and fish, and more time
to pick berries and other wild plants. Some of
our relatives farther inland farm. But here on
the coast we have plenty of food, so farming
is not necessary. The French are very fond of
farming, however.

Interviewer: What has been "
your greatest challenge in
dealing with the Europeans?

Membertou: There have been many,
but the greatest challenge has
been dealing with the diseases
the Europeans have brought
with them. Although some of
our people were in contact with
Europeans long before the arrival
of Champlain and de Monts,
we have never before lived

In such close quarters
with Europeans.

Now we are spending
more time with the
explorers — as river
guides and as trading
partners. None of our
medicines seem to cure
the new diseases. Often,
our Elders are the first to
get sick and die. We are
losing their wisdom. Our
children are also dying,
so we are losing our
future. It is terrible.

Figure 5.7 Chief Membertou was a good friend of the French.



The Beginnings of Quebec

In 1608, Champlain returned to New France.
T'here, he turned his attention to building
his I'Habitation at Stadacona, which was
tarther inland than Port Royal. He called
the settlement Quebec. The new village
became the centre of the colony of New
France. Whenever Champlain was in France,
he encouraged immigration to New France.
He convinced Louis Hébert and his wife to -
move to New France and farm. He asked
Catholic priests to go over to look after the |
spiritual and social needs of the settlers and
to convert the Aboriginal peoples. Still, in
1627, the colony had only 100 inhabitants.
In 1627, the Company of One Hundred
Associates was created in F rance. Led by the
powertul Cardinal Richelieu, the

—

The former village of

| achine is now part of
the city of Montreal.

It got its name from.the
French word for “China”
(la Chine). Robert Cavelier de La Salle.
who was exploring the interior of North
America in search of a passageway tq Asia
thought that the canal in the village woy|4

lead him to China.

negotiation, Quebec was returned to F rance,
Champlain returned to New France the
following year. He died in Quebec in 1635
At that time, the colony had a population
ot 200 people. It would be up to others

to tulfill Champlain’s dream of a French
settlement in North America.

cOmpany was granted trading [/ ATION. DE

rights in return for building
up the colony. That summer, a

supply ship and 400 colonists
set sail from France. By the

time the ships reached New
France, war with England had
broken out, and the colonists
were prevented from landing.
The Kirke brothers, hired by
the British to capture French
land, blockaded Quebec and
sent the ships back to France.
With no new supplies,

Champlain and his men were
facing starvation. In 1629, he
was forced to surrender his
beloved I'Habitation, and the
Kirke brothers took him back
to Europe. In 1632, after much
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people of the
Colony

Following Champlain's
death in 163, the French
colony continued to grow,

hut slowly. Compared

N

TR
Gulf of

St, Lawrence

3 (
h oot t’louisbourg

to the populations of .
the English and Dutch ' '}
<ettlements farther south, d ile de St. Croix

o
Atlantic Ocean

the French colony was
small. Stories about the
cold winters and the

threat of the Iroquois § ,. 0 B 500

attacks convinced most .
gure 9.9 SETTLEMEN
would-be settlers to stay T'IN NEW FRANCE

In 1663, King Louis XIV cancelled the

in France.
in 1642. the French founded a missionary  contract of the One Hundred Associates and
put the French colony under direct royal

colony for the Roman Catholic Church at

Mont Royal and called it Ville Marie. However, control. He decided to send someone to run

attempts to convert Aboriginal peoples to the colony as his own representative. This

Catholicism were not very successful. person was called an intendant. The first
intendant of New France was

Goveming New France Jean Talon. He. arri\f'ed in
1665, and, during his

By 1665, New France was governed by a sovereign years of rule, he

council. The council, appointed by the king and
£y / helped the colony

his representatives, was made up of three people:
the governor, the intendant, and the bishop. prosper. One of

The governor took care of military matter.s,.such the first things

as dealing with the English and the Aboriginal Jean Talonidid

peoples. The intendant looked after matters like .
when he arrived

business and industry within the colony. The

bishop took care of health, education, and religion. in New France was

take a census.

KING OF FRANCE

Figure 5.10 At census time, Jean Talon wet with each

l family and discussed the settlers’ needs and their goals
MINISTER IN CHARGE OF THE COLONIES for the future.
|
SOVEREIGN COUNCIL i

T‘

GOVERNOR INTENDANT | BISHOP

el
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The filles du roi (daughters of the king)
From the census, Jean Talon learned that
there were twice as many men as womet
living in the colony. He realized that I New
I'rance was to grow, more women were
needed, He persuaded the king to send the
filles du roi (daughters of the king), who
would marry settlers and produce many
children for the colony.

Between 1665 and 1673, 900 of these
young women came from France to New
France, Some were orphans. Others were
simply looking for new adventures and
Opportunities. Young, strong country girls
seemed to fare best in New France - they
were used to working hard, gardening, and
caring for animals. They ranged in age from
young teenagers to women in their twenties.
Most were married within two weeks of
their arrival in New France. Each woman
was given a dowry by the king. A dowry was

money or property given by a wife to her
husband when they married. In New France,

It consisted of clothing and household items.

Jean Talon’s 1666 census

The census of 1666 was the first one takep i, Nor
America, Talon wanted to know exactly how many
settlers lived in the colony and find out whg the
people did for a living. He used the informatjq,
from the census to develop his plans for the colony
Unfortunately, Talon's census only tells us pay oc”
the story, because he did not include Aborigjn,
peoples In the census.

From his census, this is what Talon found gyt.
The colony had 3215 inhabitants of European
descent: 2034 males and 1181 females, Thej
occupations included: 3 notaries, 3 schoolmaste,,,

3 locksmiths, 4 bailiffs, 5 surgeons, 5 bakers,
8 barrel makers, 9 millers, 18 merchants,

27 joiners, and 36 carpenters. Three major
settlements were inhabited by 528 families,

Quebec had a population of 2125 people,
Montreal had 635, and Trois-Riviéres had 455,

All people crossing the ocean faced
many dangers. Shipwrecks were common,
and ocean voyages could take anywhere
from four weeks to several months, making
it difficult to know how much food to
bring for the crossing. For the filles du roi
however, the challenges were even greater.
Sometimes ship captains stole the few

possessions the women

L e - ‘ - brought with them. Once
AT they arrived in New
1 A Y _ o, R
i &Iﬁﬁw France, though, the

3 S

A\ |
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trading rights. If a fathey 1,

>

ad a son o

but was not, the father haq ¢, Provide ;
good reason why his gon e
still single. Talon offereq
having children = the larger thelf
more Money it was given, o, th
after 1673, the population of Ne
grew quickly. While Talon was inte
the population of New Frapce
3200 to 7600 people. Talon himself neyer

took advantage of his own Programs: he
did not marry or have children |

cse reasons

’

Ndant,
grew from

Habitants

Jean Talox.1 inherited the seigneurial system
from previous leaders of the colony. Used
as a means to divide the land, it was similar
to the system used in France. Land was
granted to seigneurs, or lords, who then
rented the land to habitants. The seigneur
was responsible for developing the Jand by
building a mill or fort.

A habitant was responsible for cultivating
the land. The land, which ran along both
banks of the St. Lawrence River, was divided
into long, thin strips so that each farm had
access to the river. Jean Talon made sure to
fill in vacant land and allot it, and, generally,
brought organization to the plan.

lalon encouraged the habitants to grow
a variety of crops. Before he arrived in New
France, habitants had grown mostly wheat.
Talon had them plant peas and beans, hemp
and flax for cloth, and barley and hops for
beer. Under his guidance, the habitants
started exporting some of their surplus
crops. Some habitants imported fruit trees
from Europe. Many of the trees grew well
In New France.

Figure 512 1n New France, women usually wore separate
fopfx and skirts (as seen here), The handwoven cloth came in
$tripes as well as plain or checkered patterns. Long-sleeved
Jackets helped to keep thew warm. Men wore handspun
breecifes and short jackets. Hats were often similar to those
Worn in France, before the settlers started making hats
that were warwer for the climate in New France.

Talon also increased the amount of
livestock and other animals in the colony.
In a very short time, the colonists were able
to tulfill all of their own needs for meat and
leather, eggs and milk, as well as wool.

Many habitants had their own horses,
which they used for ploughing and for
transportation. This bothered some of
the newly arrived elite from Europe. They
felt that the habitants were becoming too
independent. In France, few farmers could

afford a horse.



The Church and Its Role
in New France

During this time in history, the { atholic
Church had great power. Church leaders

influenced governments throughout Europe.

The power of the church was lessened
somewhat, however, in New France.
Although the people of New France were
required to build a church and a home
for the priest, some priests thought that
colonists did not show enough respect.

Priests complained of “parishioners chatting
in the pews, wandering outside for a smoke

during the sermon, bringing their dogs

along to Mass, generally making themselves

too comfortable.”

It was very important to all the church
leaders that those in their care learn to
follow God from a Catholic, European point
of view. These leaders believed that they

were the only people who really understood

what God wanted. As a result, they tried
to make everyone believe exactly what
they did. Some priests worked solely as
missionaries among the Aboriginal peoples.
The two main orders of priests were
the Récollets and the Jesuits. The priests,
especially the Jesuits, travelled to the
villages of different Aboriginal peoples,
and learned their language and observed
their ways. Once trust had been established,
the Jesuits set about to convert them.
The missionaries were well educated.
They often wrote about their travels in
and observations of the country and the

Aboriginal peoples whom they met there.
Much of what historians know about

New France comes from the writings
of these priests.

78 People and Stories of Canada to 1867 ® Chanter

Fiaure 5.13 Arrival of Madame Champlaip a4 .
| 320. Champlain's wife, Hélene Boullé wag 0",\,‘}":2? In
old when she arrived in New France. She rarg), it :::

busy husband and became very lonely, except £y, 4,
hildren she grew close to. After four years gh, mzx‘fendat
to France. She became an Ursuline nun following ed

husband's death in 1633

The church was involved in Many Other

areas of peoples’ lives. Priests and nyp, for
example, ran all of the schools ang hospitg)s
in New France.

Schools
The Ursuline Nuns arrived in New Frap e
in 1639. They focused on educating

young women and girls. They taught o,

Aboriginal and French
girls religion, as we]
as reading, writing
and needlework.
Marie de I'Incarnation
was a widow and

the first Ursuline
Nun to come to New
France. She learned
Algonquian and

Figure 5.14 This is an original portrait of Marguerite
Bourgeoys painted immediately after her death on Janvary
12,1700. A second portrait of Marguerite was painted over
this one. In 1963 art restorer Edward Korany found this
original under many layers of paint.




; "Y51¢ O Q ) L a g
roquoian languages, and wrote dictionaries

o hoth languages.
When Marguerite B“llrgooyg arrived in
1663, she began several schools for girs
q Ville Marie. She tal}ght religion, reading,
writing, and "f‘ml\t‘stlt‘ arts” like Sewing and
nwdlt‘l“‘im Some girls in her care became
quns. She also took charge of the filles du
-oi when they arrived. She interviewed them
and housed them until they were ready
o be married. For many years, her order
Congrégation de Notre-Dame de Montréal.
was not officially recognized by the church,
hecause she refused to become cloistered.
nstead, she left her convent and travelled
to where the people were. She is often
referred to as “the mother of the colony.”
Jesuit priests taught the boys religion,
Jrithmetic, reading, writing, and a trade.

\ 3 | g

YIMe boys learned how to be carpenters.
Uthers became sculptors. Some were trained
10 be navigators, others to be priests.

Hospitals

leanne Mance was the first nurse in North
America. She arrived in 1642, and she
Started the first hospital, called the Hotel-
Dieu, in Ville Marie.

Nuns grew fruits and vegetables and
raised animals so that the patients could
be fed. Nuns also did housekeeping chores
at the hospital.

The nuns received money from the
trench government to look after soldiers
and officers of the king. They also used
the money to help the poor when they
were sick, and any orphans who came
Into their care.




The Fur Trade

The intendant and other leaders wanted
people to farm and settle the colony. Many
habitants. however, were drawn to the
money that could be made in the fur trade.
While the church and the king wanted the
Aboriginal peoples to live like the French,
often it was the French fur traders who

adapted to Aboriginal ways of life.

Many young men of the colony became
coureurs de bois, or “runners of the woods.
You will read more about the French fur
trade in chapter 7.

"

Though many nations imitate French customs,
| observed, on the contrary, that the French in
Canada in many respects follow the customs
of the Indians, with whom they have constant
relations. They use tobacco pipes, shoes,
garters and belts of the Indians. They follow

the Indian way of waging war; they mix the
same things with tobacco; they make use of
the Indian bark boats and row them in the
Indian way... they have adopted many other

Indian fashions.

—_Swedish botanist and writer Pehr Kalm, 1749 |

Frontenac

.ouis de Buade, Comte de Frontenac,
became governor of New France in 1672,
after Jean Talon had left. Frontenac was
vain, extravagant, and always in debt.
During Frontenac’s second term as
governor of New kFrance (1689-1698), the

French were constantly being harassed
by the Iroquois. The [roquois were being

80 People and Stories of Canada to 1867 ¢ Chapter 5

supplied and encouraged by the Englig
- Sh
50 the French raided British and Iroqu;,

territory to the south. This made the g
HHRllg

angry. I 1689, the English raided (), eher
with over 2300 men, hoping to take ()Vp;(“
colony. When the British asked Frop, ter;a t'he
surrender, he replied: “Tell your leadey h( t
shall reply to him through the mouthg at |
~annon.” The English, afflicted by Sma“p(:y

and the onset of winter, had to withdrg,,
Frontenac continued Talon’s work ¢ |

encouraging the growth of the colony, s

agriculture, and economy. He worke( t,

make peace with the Iroquois. He also by
torts on the Great Lakes and along the

Mississippi River. He built Fort

The fort was later named

Fort Frontenac.
King Louis XIV
of France was

not happy with
Frontenac. He
thought he was too
ambitious. He wanted

Frontenac to protect
New France, not find
new lands. Although
Frontenac made money
from the fur trade he
helped to build up, he
also expanded French |




e early 17005, Acadia changed between
2,,@ and English rule many times. When
it gained control of Newfoundland and

dia in 4713 France wanted to guard its
“nds in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. It started to
13 14 the Fortress of Louisbourg on lle Royale,
:u.-ese at-day Cape Breton Island.

i took 25 years to build the great stone walls
of the fortress surrounding Louisbourg, the
rew capital of lle Royale. Louisbourg became
L busy centre f:er ::'::l :!'I:Ch C::o::y. Its main é
wast shery. rishermen '

ic';d‘;hs?‘:nd dried their net loads of cod, The ~ "9re&17 Modern-day visttors at Lovisbourg
colony's merchants traded the fish in Europe it Y

and the Caribbean. The harbour bustled with

mef(hﬂnt Ship&

getween 1713 and 1758, several thousand
people lived in Louisbourg. With soldiers

ing the town, government officials lived
in beautiful homes, furnished with finery from
France. In 1758, Louisbourg was attacked and

destroyed by the British.

In 1961, the government of Canada decided
to reconstruct much of the Fortress of
Louisbourg. That way, visitors could
experience what it was like to live there in

the 18th century. Louisbourg is the largest Figure 318 The reconstrueted fortress of Lovishoury is a national

.

historical reconstruction in the country. historie site.

CO"C[USIO" Although France lost its colonies to
Britain from time to time, New France was

Many French people settled on farms in always returned to the French. By the late

present-day Canada in the early days of 1600s, however, even Frontenac's daring

European expansion into North America. dehance only helped to hold off the powerful

Others, especially the couriers de bois, tnglish for a while longer.

travelled great distances in search of furs. In the next chapter, join Ben and Sara

I'he Jesuits ventured into unknown territory  as they explore some reasons why France

looking for Aboriginal peoples to converf to would eventually lose its North American

Catholicism. All contributed to the French colonies to the British.

presence in North America.



